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July 24, 2009

Ms. Stephanie Strength Dale and Suzanne Rohlfing
Environmental Protection Specialist 2310 15" Avenue NW

USDA, RUS Rochester, MN 55901
Engineering and Environmental Staff (507) 288-2808

1400 Independence Avenue SW, Mail Stop 1571 Wabasha County/Zumbro Twnshp
Washington D.C. 20250-1571 T.109N.-R.14W

Dear Ms. Strength,
Wo hope this letter finds you well.

‘We had the pleasure of meeting you on June 16, 2009, in Plainview, Minnesota, at the
CAPX2020 Hampton-Rochester-LaCrosse scoping meeting. We provided you with a
packet of information and our concerns regarding the route proposal at that time affecting
our land and area. The route has changed yet again since then, but still directly impacts
our parcel.

We will be referring to the CAPX route number B95. 1 have enclosed the maps that show
this route and our property.

This routc lines along our northem border, which will impact our farmed white pine, red
pine and black walnut. They grow up to that border. There is no established corridor
here. We would lose that timber and its value, and all future plantings.

We have marked the spot where we are planming our residence. This was shared with the
CapX routing team. This route would negate our ability to build there. It would
devastate the aesthetics and depreciate substantially our property value.

Please note that the line marked T-282 a PRIVATE drive. The Zumbro Township
surrendercd responsibility for this road in 2005. We have done all maintenance.

Our parcel of land is part of the Richard Dorer Memorial State Hardwood Forest, and has
an active DNR forestry management plan. It was started in the 1970s, and was updated
in 2002. In addition to our tree farm, there is a blend of native soft and hardwoods
throughout the property. [t is habitat for deer, pheasant in the fields and cedars, wild
turkey, ruffed grouse and fox, to name a few. Implementation and reintroduction of
native prairie and woodland plant species is underway. We have a small pond which
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Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and
economic resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments will be
solicited after its publication.

[-263-002

Your comment has been noted. Socioeconomic impacts to property
values affected by the transmission line, as well as potential impacts
to the aesthetic quality and land use of the areas surrounding the
transmission line will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-263-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts resulting from
construction, operation, and maintenance of the transmission line will be
addressed in resource sections throughout the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

[-263-004
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to land use will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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1-263-005 |
1-263-006

assists native amphibian/reptile populations, and includes our attempt to restore the wood
duck population in our area.

Fragmentation of forested land and wildlife habitat is evident with this proposed route.
We ask that you utilize existing roads/established corridors south of this route. Also, the
southern I-90 to LaCrosse option would deter disruption of the McCarthy Lake
Management/Weaver Dunes areas along and near the Alma route.

We strongly urge you to support the efforts and expenditures made to promote healthy
forest and wildlife, and recreation on and near our property. We are doing what our state
and country asks of us. We ask that you promote the importance of what conservation
means, for the sake of future generations.

Thank you, as always, for your thoughtful consideration.

Yours respectfully and tr%ly,
7, 2
e f%;@
%ﬁ;wm,/ 2 ;

Dale and Suzafne Rohlfing &~
Tree farmers/ land stewards

Enclosures
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Your letter/comment card has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria
and routing process as well as potential impacts to wildlife and
vegetation will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The project is still in the development and planning stages
and the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.

[-263-006

Your comment has been noted. The criteria used to route the
transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is
available on the RUS website at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria and routing
process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
The project is still in the development and planning stages and the
utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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June 16, 2009

Ms. Stephanie Strength Dale and Suzanne Rohlfing
Environmental Protection Specialist 2310 15™ Avenue NW
USDA, RUS Rochester, MN 55901
Engineering and Environmental Staff (507) 288-2808

1400 Independence Avenue SW, Stop 1571
Washington, D.C. 20250-1571

Dear Ms. Strength,

Thank you for coming to Plainview, MN for the CAPX2020 Hampton-Rochester-
LaCrosse scoping meeting.

We own and operate a tree farm in Minnesota, Wabasha County, Zumbro Township:
T.109N.-R.14W. The northern most route proposal touches our property.

This route disregards Minnesota Statute 216E.03, subdivision 7, of the route permit
criteria, by fragmenting property and natural/critical habitat. It transects a state
designated canoe route, another tree farm, and is the closest to a registered bald eagles
nest of all the northern routes crossing the Zumbro River.

This route would devastate the aesthetics, and alter the river bottoms and the riparian
ecosystem of this region within the Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest.

We ask that you please reinforce the use of existing corridors, road, rail and energy lines,
when choosing the final route, pursuant to the above mentioned MN Statute.

Enclosed is a letter sent to Tom Hillstrom of Xcel Energy in April of 2009 with specific
impacts of the route, area map, and photos.

Thank you in advance for your consideration,

Respectfully yours,

Dale and Suzanne Rohlfing

Drohl24057(@aol.com
CarawayS7@aol.com

I-263 Rohlfing_Dale&Suzanne
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February 27,2009

RE: CAPX added route 2/23/09
Rohlfing 50 acres
T.109N.-R.14W.

Dear Mr. Stevenson,

Thank you for coming to Zumbro Falls last evening during the storm warning... We hope
you got home safely afier the long meeting.

We were shocked, actually, to see the proposed CAPX route change yet again, now
diagonally across our 50 acre Tree Farm. We were unaware of this change until the
meeting. This change will directly impact our parcel by plowing through the center of
our property with the 150 foot swath. This would devastate our Trce Farm which

consists of black walnut, white and red pine. Part of the route is directly over our
proposed home site. Tt is closer to a registered Eagles nest and directly crosses an area of
dense eagle activity. It interferes with our land stewardship plan with the Lake City
Forestry Office.

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 216E.03, subdivision 7, we ask that you follow thc Route
Permit Criteria, utilizing existing rail, road, energy and property lines. This most recent
route proposal will negatively impact our property from economical, coological,
residential, aesthetic and agricultural standpoints.

This route change is difficult to understand, considering the letter and photos we sent to
Mr. Hillstrom January 2. ' We would be happy to provide you with that information. As
per you encouragemert, we have made a call to Mr. Hillstrom this morming. Our
neighborhood group will be meeting shortly to discuss alternate routes, and
communication with you.

Again, we thank you for your presentation and look forward to further dialog with
regard to this project. Please notc that we are forwarding a copy of this letter to Mr.
Hillstrom, and Matthew Langan of the DNR, who received our previous mailing.
Respectfully yours,

Dale and Suzanne Rohlfing

Drohl24057@acl.com
Caraway57@aol.com

I-263 Rohlfing_Dale&Suzanne
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April 2, 2009

Mr. Thomas Hillstrom Mazeppa/Zumbro-Hyde
Supervisor, Siting and Permitting Citizens/Landowners
Mer. Grant Stevenson c/o Suzanne Rohlfing
Senior Project Manager 2310 15" Ave NW
Kcel Energy Rochester, MN 55901

414 Nicollet Mall (MP 8A)
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Dear Mr. Hillstrom and M. Stevenson,

We are citizens and land owners of Mazeppa and Zumbro-Hyde Townships, Wabasha
County. We arc responding to the most recent route change proposals for the CAPX2020
transmission line. These routes were displayed at the community meeting in Zumbro
Falls at the Zumbro Community Church on Thursday, February 26, 2009. Mr. Grant
Stevenson attended and spoke to the group at that meeting.

We would like to expross our concerns and address them for you with respect to the
Public Utilities Commission Minnesota Administrative Rules, 7849.5910 “Factors
Considered”.

Factor A. “effects on human settlement, including, but not limited to, displacement,
noiss, sesthetics, cultural values, recreation and public services” The new proposals
appear to have no less effect on settlement. There would be, however, increased effects
on recreation for the following reasons: 1- this stretch of the Zumbro River is a
designated Minnesota state canoe route, with one of the two most popular routes being
from the Zumbro dam to Zumbro Falls, according to the DNR. 2-this stretch of the
Zumbro River is used for other water recreation, camping, fishing, sport and hunting by
individuals and patrons of local camps/businesses. Aesthetics will clcarly be impacted by
the 150-foot transmission towers, the transmission lines, and the 150-foot clear cut
needed for their maintenance. Many of the area’s recreational activities will be adversely
affected.

Factor C. “cffects on land-based economics, including, but not limited to, agricultare,
forestry, tourism and mining” Major economic impacts include the following: 1-
Steeplechase Ski Area. This four-season resort relies heavily on the present landscape
and aesthetics for visitor use of the ski hills themselves and the 5-mile trail network used
for hiking, biking, snowmobiling and cross country skiing. Of special consideration are
the specifics of downhill ski terrain specifications, leaving only the north half of the
property for expansion potential. This business contributes to the local economy through
employment, operating expenditures, and contribution to the activity of other local
businesses. 2- Two working Tree Farms, sections 15 and 16. The white pine, red pine,
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and black walnut planted on these two properties represent years of invested labor and
expense that cannot be compensated. The actual monetary value of these cannot be
realized until tree maturity and harvest. The clear cut for the transmission lines and the
required maintenance would also prevent further plantings and potential return on the
farms. These farms also utilize local businesses for tree and equipment maintenance. 3-
‘The value of any property within sight of the transmission lines will be significantly
reduced, as much of the value of rural property in the area derives from the remote
setting.

Factor D. “effects on archaeclogical and historic resources” Between Wabasha County
70 and south to South Troy, there are historical points of interest. 1- The historic wagon
trail north of County 7 and west of Hwy 63. 2-Troy/ South Troy. This includes the old
Dale cemetery, the old South Troy town site near the existing cemelery and schoolhouse,
the South Troy Church, and the grave of Frederick Ingalls, the infant son of Caroline and
Charles Ingalls and brother of Laura Ingalls Wilder. The Historical Society has agreed to
enter this site onto their Historical Society List. There is consideration for a historical
marker, according to Mr. Allen Whipple, local historian.

Factor E. “effects on natural enviromment, including effects on air and water quality,
resources and flora and fauna” Environmental effects and conservation concerns of the
transmission line and its 150-foot clear cut are numerous. Following are a few examples:
1- This land is part of the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood Forest. Only a small
portion is state owned. It was intended to help preserve the river and the land around it.
2- The recently proposed routes would eradicate a significant acreage of forest land,
which is also extremely susceptible to erosion. This has multiple implications: a-
decreased natural habitat for native wildlife species which impacts food sources, nesting
and protective options which then results in reproductive compromise and increase
predation susceptibility. b- Increased erosion which contributes to alteration of native
flora allowing invasive species, ie. buckthorn, and potential for alteration of shading and
temperature fluctuations in the river. ¢- decreased sources of CO2 absorption and
potential sources of carbon credits 3- This part of the Zumbro River has a designated
“catch and release” regulation for smallmouth bass. This fishery depends on high water
quality, which will be damaged by distwhing the sarrounding forests. 4- The river
crossing on the most northem route proposal is in close proximity to a registered eagles
nest. There is dense eagle activity north of Wabasha County 7 and the green bridge.

Factors H. “use or paralleling of existing rights-of-way, survey lines, natural division
lines and agricultural field boundaries™ & J. * use of existing transportation, pipeline,
and electrical transmission systems or rights-of-ways” Parts of the most recent route have
transected property and do not appear to incorporate the need to parallel or utilize
existing rights-of-way, survey lines, and existing transportation and transmissions lines.
The primary beneficiaries of the transmission lines are the cities of Rochester and
LaCrosse, both of which are serviced by existing transportation rights-of~way, ie: US
Highway 52 and Interstate 90. These corridors are the logical routes for the transmission
lines.
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Factor L. “costs of constructing, operating, and maintaining the facility which are
dependent on design and route” Several of the proposed routes have many corners and
angles that add to the cost of construction, and these same routes require significant
timber removal expenses. Routes following highways will have fewer corners and
timbered areas. Utilizing the angle of US Highway 52 to Oronoco and Interstate 90,
vather than using the northern routes, will reduce the length of the lines. Thess routes
will also be constrocted primarily on farmiand, which does not need to be cleared initially
orin the future. The timbered arcas on the northern routes would need regular cleaning or
spraying, both of which carry monetary end ecological costs.

We sincerely hope you consider the above mentioned factors, and choose alternately a
more appropriate route which has less impact on an area that has minimal existing
damage. We also suggest that you consider route proposals closer to Route 52 and
Interstate 90, and the cities that this project will benefit: Rochester and LaCrosse.

We thank you for these considerations, and look forward to future contact.
Respectfully submitted,

The Citizens of Mazeppa and Zumbro-Hyde Townships, and other interested parties.
Enclosures

Ce:

Bob Cupit, PUC MN
Matt Langan, MN DNR
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ring electricity you can rely on

We need your Input. Please take a few:minutes to provide your comments or questions for the USDA RUS
federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form today or mail by June 29,
2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of the project. Thank you.

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to niot be on the mailing list,
nlease check the box below.

~] Ido not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? _P{// (Ve MO ‘L“/""C 6 'Z@OQ)
Please check the following issues that are important to you for trgnsmission line siting.

] Praject Purpose and Need ’

[ Visual / Aesthetic resources i
7] Proximity to residences 193 u\x,(/\lr pl‘
[ Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation) V ‘ 1 w&

[] water resources (floodplains, river crossings) . \(l J@S A

[ Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors) w/ )W\ Y &»k'j N

] Historic and cultural sites - - 6}/& a M g ‘xf\n

1 Radio or television interference iu N M{ .

[ Noise \1/ Ut

[71 Health and safety ' ,ﬁn @/\'i\

71 Other:

What additional key issues should be addr d when ing the potential impacts of this
project?

Rochesaisy = 48 sion, Proizst
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